Final Environmental Impact Statement V1. Comments and Coordination

A. DEIS COMMENT PERIOD AND PUBLIC HEARING

1. Oral Testimony

The following summarizes the verbal comments received at the Public Hearing and responses by the
Project Team:

Speaker 1: Richard Alan
President of Commissioners and Resident
205 Market Street
Brookeville, MD 20833

Comment: Mr. Allan stated that the town of Brookeville’s message is build a bypass now, locate
it west of town, and take all due care to use whatever necessary resources available to
mitigate socioeconomic, cultural and natural environmental impacts that might result.
The bypass is crucial to the future of the town and its residents. Without the bypass,
the town of Brookeville would be utterly consumed by commuter and truck traffic
gridlock with all its safety and health implications. The town commissioners believe
that Alternate 7 represents the preferred placement or location for the bypass. The
Commissioners also specifically note their support of a roundabout at grade at
Brookeville Road that would assure smooth east/west and northwest traffic flow.

Response 1:  Mr. Alan’s support for Alternate 7 has been noted. As a result of public and agency
comments, Alternate 7 was initially identified as the SHA Preferred Alternate.
Subsequent to the Public Hearing, further studies were developed regarding the
Newlin/Downs Mill Complex archeological site located within the historic district
south of Brookeville Road. As a result of the Phase II archeological findings,
Alternate 7 Modified was developed to minimize impacts to the archeological site.
Alternate 7 Modified is the SHA Selected Alternate, which is expected to remove the
continually increasing traffic volumes from the Town of Brookeville, improve traffic
operations and safety on existing MD 97, and preserve the historic character of the
town.

Speaker 2: ~ Robert Heritage
Brookeville, MD 20833

Comment: Mr. Heritage commented that he feels traffic congestion has grown worse in the 28
years he has lived in Brookeville. Many trucks are unable to make the corner turn
going down MD 97 without going over the curb into High Street. He is a town
commissioner, and is in complete agreement with President Alan. He stated that the
No-Build Alternate should be considered a no-brainer.
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Response 2:

Speaker 3:

Comment:

Response 3:

Speaker 4:

Comment:

Mr. Heritage’s support for Alternate 7 has been noted. As a result of public and
agency comments, Alternate 7 was initially identified as the SHA Preferred
Alternate. Subsequent to the Public Hearing, further studies were developed
regarding the Newlin/Downs Mill Complex archeological site located within the
historic district south of Brookeville Road. As a result of the Phase II archeological
findings, Alternate 7 Modified was developed to minimize impacts to the
archeological site. Alternate 7 Modified is the SHA Selected Alternate, which is
expected to remove the continually increasing traffic volumes from the Town of
Brookeville, improve traffic operations and safety on existing MD 97, and preserve
the historic character of the town.

Although the No-Build Alternate would not met the project needs stated above, it
was carried forward for detailed study to provide a benchmark for comparison in the
analysis of other alternates.

Clyde Unglesbee
20 High Street
Brookeville, MD 20833

Mr. Unglesbee stated that he agrees with Mr. Alan and Mr. Heritage. Alternate 7 is
best solution for Brookeville Bypass — as soon as possible. Alternate 7 is least
costly, least opposition, and less effect on homes. Concerned that the school buses
have to back down Brookeville hill because an 18-wheeler is coming down, which a
safety issue. Mr. Unglesbee also provided a chronological history of the project,
stressing that planners in the 1950s saw a need for a bypass, and that it is time to stop
studying and to put this project into a funding climate so that it can be built, so that
future generations will not have to endure decades of further study.

Mr. Unglesbee’s support for Alternate 7 has been noted. As a result of public and
agency comments, Alternate 7 was initially identified as the SHA Preferred
Alternate. Subsequent to the Public Hearing, further studies were developed
regarding the Newlin/Downs Mill Complex archeological site located within the
historic district south of Brookeville Road. As a result of the Phase II archeological
findings, Alternate 7 Modified was developed to minimize impacts to the
archeological site. Alternate 7 Modified is the SHA Selected Alternate, which is
expected to remove the continually increasing traffic volumes from the Town of
Brookeville, improve traffic operations and safety on existing MD 97, and preserve
the historic character of the town.

Ralph Leslie
Shady View Lane
Brookeville, MD 20833

Mr. Leslie stated that he is opposed to the No-Build Alternate, and supports any of
the options except Alternate 5C, due to cost.
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Response 4:

Speaker 5:

Comment:

Response 5:

Mr. Leslie’s opposition to the No-Build Alternate and Alternate 5C has been noted.
As a result of public and agency comments, Alternate 7 was initially identified as the
SHA Preferred Alternate. Subsequent to the Public Hearing, further studies were
developed regarding the Newlin/Downs Mill Complex archeological site located
within the historic district south of Brookeville Road. As a result of the Phase II
archeological findings, Alternate 7 Modified was developed to minimize impacts to
the archeological site. Alternate 7 Modified is the SHA Selected Alternate, which is
expected to remove the continually increasing traffic volumes from the Town of
Brookeville, improve traffic operations and safety on existing MD 97, and preserve
the historic character of the town.

Although the No-Build Alternate would not met the project needs stated above, it
was carried forward for detailed study to provide a benchmark for comparison in the
analysis of other alternates. The estimated costs of the SHA Selected Alternate 7
Modified is 12.5 million dollars compared to 12.4 million for Alternate 7, and 34.5
million for Alternate 5C.

John Parrish
9009 Fairview Road
Brookeville, MD 20833

Mr. Parrish emphasized the importance of choosing an alignment that emphasizes
forest protection, particularly that forest that is supposed to be protected within
parklands. Mr. Parrish stated that several American Chestnuts occur on the south
side of Brookeville Road on bluff, if not in the alignment, very close to it. Regarding
the 4(f) evaluation, Mr. Parrish stated there are more impacts from Alternate 5C east
of town than any of the western alternatives. He stated there are greater floodplain,
parkland, stream crossings, and rare, threatened and endangered species impacts on
the east side when compared to the west, and he encourages that environmental
factors be given serious consideration when choosing final alternate. From an
environmental and Section 4(f) standpoint, 5C would seem to be the alternate to
choose. Of the western alignments, he prefers that Alternate 8B be chosen because it
provides a larger and safer corridor for wildlife passage. He supports a bypass and
hopes that something is built with as much balance with the environment as possible.

Mr. Parrish’s support for the bypass has been noted. As a result of public and agency
comments, Alternate 7 was initially identified as the SHA Preferred Alternate.
Subsequent to the Public Hearing, further studies were developed regarding the
Newlin/Downs Mill Complex archeological site located within the historic district
south of Brookeville Road. As a result of the Phase II archeological findings,
Alternate 7 Modified was developed to minimize impacts to the archeological site.
Alternate 7 Modified is the SHA Selected Alternate, which is expected to remove the
continually increasing traffic volumes from the Town of Brookeville, improve traffic
operations and safety on existing MD 97, and preserve the historic character of the
town.
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Speaker 6:

Comment:

Response 6:

Speaker 7:

Comments:

Mitigation for loss of vegetation would be addressed through a the Maryland
Reforestation State Law. The SHA would coordinate with the M-NCPPC to identify
viable areas for reforestation including areas within Reddy Branch Stream Valley
Park. None of the Build Alternates would impact any endangered or threatened plant
or animal species. The US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) confirmed that no
federally-listed or proposed for listing endangered or threatened species in the project
area. There are two-watch list species, Shingle Oak and American Chestnut, located
within the project area. In addition, DNR, Wildlife and Heritage Division reported
no records for federal or state rare, threatened, or endangered plants or animals in the
project area.

Alternate 8B was not selected in order to minimize impacts to the Newlin/Downs
Mill Complex archaeological site and minimize adverse effects on the Brookeville
Historic District. The SHA Selected Alternate 7 Modified includes a design
recommendation for wildlife passage along Reddy Branch and have been concurred
with by the regulatory resource agencies as explained in Section II of the FEIS. The
Section 4(f) Evaluation (Section V) explains why SHA’s Selected Alternate is the
overall least impactive alternate and identifies the proposed measures to mitigate
Section 4(f) impacts.

Karen Montgomery
211 Market Street
Brookeville, MD 20833

Ms. Montgomery stated that the vibration shakes her windows and foundation, and
that the traffic has increased in the 22 years she has been a resident. Ms.
Montgomery entered photos of accident victims into public record. In addition, she
stated her support for Alternate 7.

Ms. Montgomery’s support for Alternate 7 has been noted. As a result of public and
agency comments, Alternate 7 was initially identified as the SHA Preferred
Alternate. Subsequent to the Public Hearing, further studies were developed
regarding the Newlin/Downs Mill Complex archeological site located within the
historic district south of Brookeville Road. As a result of the Phase II archeological
findings, Alternate 7 Modified was developed to minimize impacts to the
archeological site. Alternate 7 Modified is the SHA Selected Alternate, which is
expected to remove the continually increasing traffic volumes from the Town of
Brookeville, improve traffic operations and safety on existing MD 97, and preserve
the historic character of the town.

Mike Jamgotion
19617 Islander Street
Olney, MD 20832

Mr. Jamgotion provided comments on the No-Build Alternate, Alternates 7, 8A and
8B and their evaluation in the DEIS. He believes that SHA failed to meet high level

VI-A-4



Final Environmental Impact Statement V1. Comments and Coordination

Response 7:

Speaker 8:

Comments:

Response 8:

Speaker 9:

Comments:

of detail required by the National Environmental Policy Act and that the
Environmental Impact Statement should be revised.

The No-Build Alternate, Alternate 7, Alternate 8A, Alternate 8B and Alternate 5C
are all considered feasible alternatives under the National Environmental Policy Act
laws, which require any transportation projects receiving federal funding to
investigate all reasonable alternates that avoid or minimize impacts to environmental,
natural and social economic resources (i.e., historic district, parks, streams,
woodland, endangered species, environmental justice, etc...). In addition, the MD 97
Brookeville Project has been completed in accordance with the Maryland
Streamlined Environmental and Regulatory Process that requires agency coordination
and concurrence/comment for Purpose and Need, Alternates Retained for Detailed
Study and the Selected Alternate and Mitigation Package as explained in Section II.
Agency comments on the DEIS have been addressed as noted in Section VI-B.

As a result of public and agency comments, Alternate 7 was initially identified as the
SHA Preferred Alternate. Subsequent to the Public Hearing, further studies were
developed regarding the Newlin/Downs Mill Complex archeological site located
within the historic district south of Brookeville Road. As a result of the Phase II
archeological findings, Alternate 7 Modified was developed to minimize impacts to
the archeological site. The modified alignment was presented at the January 2002
Inter Agency Review meeting. An agency field view occurred on September 20,
2002. Alternate 7 Modified is the SHA Selected Alternate, which is expected to
remove the continually increasing traffic volumes from the Town of Brookeville,
improve traffic operations and safety on existing MD 97, and preserve the historic
character of the town.

Todd Vangelder
306 Market Street
Brookeville, MD 20833

Mr. Vangelder stated his opposition to the No-Build Alternate. He urged that the
bypass be built quickly.

Mr. Vangelder’s support for the bypass and opposition to the No-Build Alternate has
been noted. Although the No-Build Alternate would not met the project needs stated
above, it was carried forward for detailed study to provide a benchmark for
comparison in the analysis of other alternates. The MD 97 Brookeville Project has
been funded for Project Development at this time. Project design and construction
will occur as funds become available.

Robert Crowl
19421 Rena Court
Brookeville, MD 20833

Mr. Crowl expressed endorsement of Alternate 7 on behalf of Keith Snyder,
President of the Olney Village Civic Association, David Buvet, a resident of Rena
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Response 9:

Speaker 10:

Comments:

Response 10:

Speaker 11:

Comment:

Court, and the majority of the Olney Village Civic Association. It is their opinion
that Alternate 7 will best address concerns regarding light and sound issues,
minimize environmental impact, and serve the interest of the Olney/Brookeville
communities.

Mr. Crowl’s support of Alternate 7, on behalf of the Olney Village Civic Association
has been noted. As a result of public and agency comments, Alternate 7 was initially
identified as the SHA Preferred Alternate. Subsequent to the Public Hearing, further
studies were developed regarding the Newlin/Downs Mill Complex archeological
site located within the historic district south of Brookeville Road. As a result of the
Phase II archeological findings, Alternate 7 Modified was developed to minimize
impacts to the archeological site. Alternate 7 Modified is the SHA Selected
Alternate, which is expected to remove the continually increasing traffic volumes
from the Town of Brookeville, improve traffic operations and safety on existing MD
97, and preserve the historic character of the town. Section IV (Environmental
Consequences) and Section V (Section 4(f) Evaluation) include discussions of
resource impacts and appropriate mitigation.

Martha Rockshaw
2710 Lubar Drive
Brookeville Farms
Brookeville, MD 20833

Ms. Rockshaw stated her opposition to Alternate 5 due its high cost and its negative
impact to her neighborhood, Brookville Farms.

Ms. Rockshaw’s opposition to Alternate SC has been noted. As a result of public
and agency comments, Alternate 7 Modified is the SHA Selected Alternate. Alternate
5C was not selected because of substantially higher project cost, public opposition,
and greater socio-economic, environmental, and cultural resource impacts. Table
ES-1 provides a comparison of impacts for the projects alternates. Section IV
(Environmental Consequences) and Section V (Section 4(f) Evaluation) include
discussions of resource impacts and appropriate mitigation.

The SHA Selected Alternate will not impact Brookeville Farms.

Ryan Rockshaw

2710 Lubar Drive
Brookeville Farms
Brookeville, MD 20833

Mr. Rockshaw stated that he opposed to Alternate 5C for the following reasons: it
would interfere with the school bus route for Brookeville Farms; he would have to go
under two major bypasses to get to his friend's house in other sections of the
neighborhood; there would be more pollution; it would go through animal habitats
and forests, and lost people might venture into the neighborhood creating more
traffic. If a bypass is necessary, Mr. Rockshaw supports Alternate 7 because it would
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Response 11:

Speaker 12:

Comments:

Response 12:

interfere the least with community and historic sites, and it would produce fewer
intersections.

Mr. Rockshaw’s opposition to Alternate SC has been noted. As a result of public
and agency comments the western, Alternate 7 alignment was initially identified as
the SHA Preferred Alternate. Subsequent to the Public Hearing, further studies were
developed regarding the Newlin/Downs Mill Complex archeological site located
within the historic district south of Brookeville Road. As a result of the Phase II
archeological findings, Alternate 7 Modified was developed to minimize impacts to
the archeological site. Alternate 7 Modified is the SHA Selected Alternate, which is
expected to remove the continually increasing traffic volumes from the Town of
Brookeville, improve traffic operations and safety on existing MD 97, and preserve
the historic character of the town.

The SHA Selected Alternate is to the west of the Town of Brookeville and will not
interfere with school bus access to Brookeville Farms. Access to the Town of
Brookeville from the SHA Selected Alternate will be limited to two roundabouts,
one at the southern tie-in with Georgia Avenue, and the other at Brookeville Road.
See Section II for additional details. Section IV (Environmental Consequences) and
Section V (Section 4(f) Evaluation) include discussions of resource impacts and
appropriate mitigation. Alternate 7 Modified is the SHA Selected Alternate, which
is expected to remove the continually increasing traffic volumes from the Town of
Brookeville, improve traffic operations and safety on existing MD 97, and preserve
the historic character of the town.

Dottie Atterback

2712 Lubar Drive
Brookeville Farms
Brookeville, MD20833

Ms. Atterback stated her opposition to Alternate SC because it would greatly impact
Brookeville Farms by alienating Lubar Drive from the rest of the neighborhood. She
stated that she doesn't want her children waiting for the school buses during rush
hour, or an alternate that runs through the creek her children explore in. She stated
she hopes SHA does not approve a plan that costs two times what Alternate 7 and 8
cost and be willing to displace five families. She stated please abolish Alternate 5C
in favor of Alternate 7.

Ms. Atterback’s opposition to Alternate SC has been noted. See Response #10 and
#11. Also, the SHA Selected Alternate will cross Reddy Branch to the west of
Brookeville and design will include mitigation coordinated with resource agencies
including stream restoration and creation of wetlands along Reddy Branch to the east
of Brookeville. Section IV (Environmental Consequences) and Section V (Section
4(f) Evaluation) include discussions of resource impacts and appropriate mitigation.
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Speaker 13:

Comments:

Response 13:

Speaker 14:

Comments:

Response 14:

Speaker 15:

Comments:

Response 15:

Michael Wieizcinski
2706 Lubar Drive
Brookeville Farms
Brookeville, MD 20833

Mr. Wieizcinski opposes Alternate 5C for his following reasons: significant loss of
forests area will occur, thereby allowing a view of the overpass structures; traffic
traveling 40 to 50 miles an hour would be within 200 feet of our residence; noise
levels would be extremely high; largest cumulative environmental impact; not cost
effective from taxpayers perspective; and his quality of life will be lost.

Mr. Wieizcinski’s opposition to Alternate SC has been noted. As a result of public
and agency comments, Alternate 7 Modified is the SHA Selected Alternate. Alternate
5C was not selected because of substantially higher project cost, public opposition,
and greater socio-economic, environmental, and cultural resource impacts. Table
ES-1 provides a comparison of impacts for the projects alternates. Section IV
(Environmental Consequences) and Section V (Section 4(f) Evaluation) include
discussions of resource impacts and appropriate mitigation.

Adam Sachs

20300 Lubar Way
Brookeville Farms
Brookeville, MD 20833

Mr. Sachs expressed his opposition to Alternate SC due to the negative impact on
Brookeville Farms and to its high cost.

Mr. Sachs’ opposition to Alternate 5C has been noted. See Response #10.

Janet Bovey
19432 Rena Court
Brookeville, MD 20833

Ms. Bovey stated that there is a need for the bypass. Regarding Alternate 7, Ms
Bovey stated that a western bypass would bring a great deal of noise and air pollution
into many families' backyards. Should Alternate 7 be chosen, every possible measure
and precaution should be taken to avoid negatively impacting citizens’ welfare. The
State of Maryland should provide a guarantee that the construction of sound barriers,
aesthetically pleasing sound buffering landscaping and any other measures that will
reduce if not eliminate noise and air pollution effects from the highway.

Ms. Bovey’s support for the bypass has been noted. As a result of public and agency
comments, the western Alternate 7 Modified alignment is the SHA Selected
Alternate, which is expected to remove the continually increasing traffic volumes
from the Town of Brookeville, improve traffic operations and safety on existing MD
97, and preserve the historic character of the town. Table ES-1 provides a
comparison of impacts for the alternates considered for the project.
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Speaker 16:

Comments:

Response 16:

None of the alternates would result in any violation of the state and national ambient
air quality standards for carbon monoxide. The SHA noise policy cost per residence
criteria is exceeded at all noise sensitive areas modeled. A final decision regarding
noise abatement measures will be will occur during the design phase of the project.
See Chapter IV.K (Air Quality) and IV.L (Noise Impact Assessment) for additional
discussions. Section IV (Environmental Consequences) and Section V (Section 4(f)
Evaluation) include discussions of resource impacts and appropriate mitigation.

John O’Loughlin
20521 Riggs Hill Way
Brookeville Farms
Brookeville, MD 20833

Mr. O'Loughlin stated that there is a need for the bypass, but that it should be done in
a way that does not encourage more traffic and sprawl north of town. He feels that
the No-Build Alternate should no longer be considered. Mr. O'Loughlin stated that
the eastern bypass should be rejected because although the idea has been discussed
for 30 years, the state made no provisions for preserving right-of-way on the eastern
side. Alternate 5C is being squeezed through Brookeville Farms and the only place
to go is the very same woods that were preserved. It doesn't make sense to use
protected forested land that the developer of Brookeville Farms wasn't allowed to
use. Regarding the western bypasses, Mr. O'Loughlin referenced a March 1999 letter
from Governor Glendening to Isaiah Legitt, who was at that time council president,
that states that the county must not let the bypass encourage sprawl and no access,
widening or connection to the bypass is allowed. Alternate 7 and 8A do not conform
to this latter requirement because they both connect with Brookeville Road, where a
roundabout will make it easier for east/west traffic to come through this part of the
county. Of all the western options, Mr. O'Loughlin supports Alternate 8B because it
conforms to the governor's prerequisites while still being cost effective, minimizes
detrimental impacts, and does not invite additional east/west traffic.

Mr. O’Loughlin’s support for Alternate 8B and his opposition to the No-Build
Alternate and Alternates 5C, 7 and 8A have been noted. As a result of public and
agency comments, the western Alternate 7 Modified alignment is the SHA Selected
Alternate, which is expected to remove the continually increasing traffic volumes
from the Town of Brookeville, improve traffic operations and safety on existing MD
97, and preserve the historic character of the town. Table ES-1 provides a
comparison of impacts for the alternates considered for the project.

In order for the MD 97 Brookeville Project to proceed after the Smart Growth and
Neighborhood legislation, the Smart Growth criteria developed by the Governor’s
office was incorporated into the early stages of project development. As a result,
roundabouts were developed for the projects alternates as a method to calm traffic
and limit traffic growth.

Section II provides descriptions of the project alternates including access and Smart
Growth. The Maryland Department of Planning (MDP) has concurred with SHA
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Speaker 17:

Comments:
Response 17:

Speaker 18:

Comments:

Response 18:

Speaker 19:

Comments:

selection of Alternate 7 Modified and commented that the Selected Alternate 7
Modified best minimizes the potential of encouraging secondary sprawl development
while meeting the Purpose and Need of the MD 97 Brookeville Project. MDP
supports the Smart Growth criteria listed in the Executive Summary and has
recommended that Maryland Department of Transportation, SHA and MDP discuss
the steps necessary for submittal of this project to the State Board of Public Works.

The Maryland Department of Planning (MDP) has concurred with the SHA selection
of Alternate 7 Modified and commented that the Selected Alternate 7 Modified best
minimizes the potential of encouraging secondary sprawl development while meeting
the Purpose and Need of the MD 97 Brookeville Project. MDP supports the Smart
Growth criteria listed in the Executive Summary and has recommended that
Maryland Department of Transportation, SHA and MDP discuss the steps necessary
for submittal of this project to the State Board of Public Works.

Russ Smith

20303 Lubar Way
Brookeville Farms
Brookeville, MD 20833

Mr. Smith stated that he is opposed to Alternate S5C due to cost and impacts.
Mr. Smith’s opposition to Alternate 5C has been noted. See Response # 10 and #13.

Resa Rockshaw

2710 Lubar Drive
Brookeville Farms
Brookeville, MD 20833

Ms. Rockshaw stated that she supports Alternate 7 and opposes Alternate 5C.

Ms. Rockshaw’s support of Alternate 7 and her opposition to Alternate 5C has been
noted. See Response #1, # 10, and #13.

Bill Wagner
210 Market Street
Brookeville, MD 20833

Mr. Wagner expressed his concerns and frustration regarding existing in-town traffic
congestion and how unsafe it is. He stated that he is opposed to the No-Build
Alternate and supports Alternate 7.
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Response 19:

Speaker 20:

Comments:

Response 20:

Speaker 21:

Comments:

Mr. Wagner’s support for Alternate 7 and his opposition to the No-Build Alternate
have been noted. As a result of public and agency comments, Alternate 7 was
initially identified as the SHA Preferred Alternate. Subsequent to the Public Hearing,
further studies were developed regarding the Newlin/Downs Mill Complex
archeological site located within the historic district south of Brookeville Road. As a
result of the Phase II archeological findings, Alternate 7 Modified was developed to
minimize impacts to the archeological site. Alternate 7 Modified is the SHA
Selected Alternate, which is expected to remove the continually increasing traffic
volumes from the Town of Brookeville, improve traffic operations and safety on
existing MD 97, and preserve the historic character of the town. Although the No-
Build Alternate would not met the project needs stated above, it was carried forward
for detailed study to provide a benchmark for comparison in the analysis of other
alternates.

Randall Sands

20504 Riggs Hill Way
Brookeville Farms
Brookeville, MD 20833

Mr. Sands does not support any alternative for the bypass at the present time. He
stated that he understands that a solution such as a bypass is needed for the problems
in the Town of Brookeville, but that the impact on the surrounding communities need
to be considered as well. Mr. Sands feels that any decisions on a bypass should wait
until after the Bordley Drive extension work is completed, so that real traffic data
and patterns of traffic flow are known.

Mr. Sands’ support for a transportation solution at a later date has been noted. The
purpose of the Bordley Drive improvements is to provide vehicle east-west traffic
movement for local users primarily from the expanding residential community it
traverses and lessen local commuter traffic in the Town of Brookeville. The purpose
of the MD 97 Brookeville Project is to remove the continually increasing traffic
volumes from the Town of Brookeville, improve traffic operations and safety on
existing MD 97, and preserve the historic character of the town as concluded in
Section 1. Section IV (Environmental Consequences) and Section V (Section 4(f)
Evaluation) include discussions of resource impacts and appropriate mitigation.
Please also refer to Response #7.

Chris Scanlon

Chairperson, Brookeville Planning Commission
1212 Market Street

Brookeville, MD 20833

Mr. Scanlon stated that he supports the selection of one of the western bypass
alignments. He commented on the need for the project due to traffic congestion,
safety concerns, and the preservation of the historic nature of the town.
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Response 21:

Speaker 22:

Comments:

Response 22:

Mr. Scanlon’s support of a western alignment has been noted. As a result of public
and agency comments, Alternate 7 was initially identified as the SHA Preferred
Alternate. Subsequent to the Public Hearing, further studies were developed
regarding the Newlin/Downs Mill Complex archeological site located within the
historic district south of Brookeville Road. As a result of the Phase II archeological
findings, Alternate 7 Modified was developed to minimize impacts to the
archeological site. Alternate 7 Modified is the SHA Selected Alternate, which is
expected to remove the continually increasing traffic volumes from the Town of
Brookeville, improve traffic operations and safety on existing MD 97, and preserve
the historic character of the town.

Lynn Fields
4410 Brookeville Road
Brookeville, MD 20833

Ms. Fields expressed her support for Alternate 8B because it will bypass the town of
Brookeville and give the town the result it wants by allowing north/south traffic on
Route 97 to bypass the town by placing a roundabout north of Brookeville Road and
a bridge over Brookeville Road; the character of the road will be preserved as much
as possible, and further use of an east/west commuter route will not be unnecessarily
encouraged. She stated that either Alternate 7 or 8A would meet the town’s needs
without placing a roundabout on Brookeville Road and encouraging further use of
the road.

Ms. Fields’ support for Alternate 8B is noted. Alternate 8B was not identified as
SHA Selected Alternate because of higher cost, environmental impacts, and the
impact to the view-shed of the historic district resulting from the grade separation
over Brookeville Road. The elevated structure is within sight distance from the
historic district; a concern expressed by many citizens of Brookeville. Cost for
Alternate 8B is approximately $5 million greater than Alternate 7. Table ES-1
provides a comparison of the alternates considered for the project and Section II
describes the alternates including access and Smart Growth.

The Maryland Department of Planning (MDP) has concurred with the SHA selection
of Alternate 7Modified and commented that the Selected Alternate 7 Modified best
minimizes the potential of encouraging secondary sprawl development while meeting
the Purpose and Need of the MD 97 Brookeville Project. MDP supports the Smart
Growth criteria listed in the Executive Summary and has recommended that
Maryland Department of Transportation, SHA and MDP discuss the steps necessary
for submittal of this project to the State Board of Public Works.
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